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 This morning’s hearing on H.R. 1769, the 
Endangered Salmon Predation Prevention Act, focuses 
on an issue important to members in the Pacific 
Northwest.  H.R. 1769 would authorize the Secretary of 
Commerce to issue permits enabling the states of 
Washington and Oregon, and tribes that are members of 
the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission, to 
take lethal measures against sea lions preying on 
endangered salmon.  The bill would waive the 
application of the National Environmental Policy Act to 
the permit process. 
 
 There already is a provision in the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act that was included in 1994 to address 
salmon predation by sea lions. Section 120 authorizes 
the Secretary to permit the intentional lethal taking of 
sea lions.  The states of Washington, Oregon and Idaho 
applied for a Section 120 permit late last year.  I am 
interested in learning more about why the existing 
process is not working. 
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 We will hear today from two of our colleagues from 
the Pacific Northwest, Congressman Brian Baird, the 
author of the legislation, and Congressman Doc 
Hastings, an original cosponsor.  We also will hear from 
the tribes, the States, the Administration, and others 
interested in this legislation. I look forward to all the 
witness testimony, and especially appreciate those who 
took time out from their schedules to travel to 
Washington to participate. 
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